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The Diary of Religious Trip to Rome and Vatican

By Minsu Li-Ching Chang

The Study and Experience of Minsu Li-Ching Chang from the T’ienti Teachings
on 27 January 2016 — 30 June 2016 in Rome and Vatican

Date

Location

Study and Experience

27 Jan

Taipei, Taiwan

—Shanghai, China

I stayed at Lihao International Hotel in Shanghai for one

night.

28 Jan

Shanghai—Rome—
Lay Centre at Foyer

Unitas Institute

Fr. Markus, vice president of Nostra Aetate Foundation
(NAF) of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue
(PCID), picked me up at the airport and drove me to the

Lay Centre. I appreciated him very much.

Lecture: Introduction to the World’s Great
Religions (1% lecture of this course)
(It’s been my first day to be a university student again

since my graduation from the university in Taipei 36 years

1 Feb

morning

The Pontifical Council
for Interreligious

Dialogue (PCID)

Fr. Markus picked us (4 NAF fellows: Laily (from
Indonesia)/Selva (from Germany) /Mandalar (from
Myanmar)/Minsu (from Taiwan)) up in the Lay Centre and
drove us to PCID. We met Fr. Ayuso, president of NAF and
secretary of PCID, and gave our congratulations to him for
becoming a bishop. Fr. Markus discussed with Mandalar
and me about our study at the Pontifical University of St.

Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum).

5 Feb

Angelicum—

Post Office

Mr. Andrew J. Boyd, a PhD candidate from the United
States, helped me finish registration at Angelicum in
the morning and Mr. Filipe Demingues, a MA student
from Brazil, helped me finish application of Permesso di
Soggiorno at the post office in the afternoon.
I chose 4 courses at Angelicum:
1) Introduction to the World’s Great Religions (Monday)
2) Christian Archaeology (Thursday)
3) Eschatology (Friday)
4) Basics of Mystical Dialogues and Attitudes of
Interreligious Dialogue (Tuesday & Thursday,
19 April — 17 May)
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8 Feb )
) Angelicum ago.)
morning )
Professor: Fr. Michael Fuss (from Germany)
Classroom: 11 (It’s the classroom where the late Pope
John Paul II made a speech for his doctoral thesis.) It’s my
pleasure to study here.
I met Fr. Indunil, undersecretary of PCID. He would go
to Hong Kong on 12 Feb. with Bishop Thomas Manwel
8 Feb PCID Dabre , PCID’s counselor, and then to Taiwan on 14 Feb.
afternoon They would meet the 3" Master Emissary of the T’ienti
Teachings in LeiLiO Retreat Center in central Taiwan on
17 Feb.
10 Feb I went to mass and received the ash on my forehead from
Ash Lay Centre’s chapel Fr. Felix Korner, S.J., professor of the Pontifical Gregorian
Wednesday University.
Lecture: Christian Archaeology
(1" lecture of this course)
11 Feb ) )
Angelicum Professor: Fr. E. Ditton, O.P. (from the United
morning
States)
Classroom: 11
Lecture: Eschatology
12 Feb ‘ (1* lecture of this course)
Angelicum
morning Professor: Fr. Richard O’Connor
Classroom: 11
12 Feb Church of STs. John and | I went to the mass to share in the Lenten Station Mass
e
) Paul/Santi Giovanni e | of Lay Centre’s Titular Church. During the Eucharist, I
evening
Paolo received the blessing from the priest.
13 Feb I visited the Statue of Marcus Aurelius, Basilica di Santa
e
Half-day tour Maria sopra Minerva, Patheon, Chiesa di San Luigi dei
afternoon

Francesi, Fontana dei Quattro Fiumi.
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1 March

PCID—St. Peter’s

Basilica (Vatican)

The 5 NAF fellows (Laily, Selva, Sadia, Mandalar, and
Minsu) met Fr. Ayuso and he invited us to participate in
his celebration of the Episcopal Ordination at St. Peter’s
Basilica on 19 March. Wow, it’s our great honor. After
meeting, Fr. Markus guided us (Sadia, Mandalar and
Minsu) for a visit to St. Peter’s Basilica. Thanks to Fr.
Markus, we could take the official lift to the top floor
with him. We even went to the top dome “Cupola”. It’s

amazing. What an unforgettable visit!

2 March

afternoon

The Catacomb of St.
Sebastian near via Appia

Antica

I attended the 2™ field trip of Christian Archaeology. With
the previous permission of Fr. Ditton, I invited Prof. Yair
Zakovitch of Hebrew University and visiting professor of

Pontifical Gregorian University, to join us.

5 March

St. Thomas Aquinas’
hometowns: Roccasecca

and Aquino, Italy

7 March is the Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas. The
professors and students in Angelicum were invited to visit
his hometowns. We visited a church on top of the hill

in Roccasecca and then received the mayor’s welcome
reception in the city hall. After lunch in Aquino, we
visited St. Thomas’ church and then attended a two-hour
celebration ceremony in the Chiesa di Santa Maria della

Libera where St. Thomas was baptized.

8 March

evening

Lay Centre

I made a brief introduction to the T’ienti Teachings in
PowerPoint for 15 minutes in the 2" Interfaith Café

moderated by Laily. Then, we had Q&A for 30 minutes.

17 Feb
Piazza Campidoglio I attended the 1* field trip of Christian Archaeology.
afternoon
This visit was organized by the Embassy of Israel. Dr.
Donna Orsuto, professor of the Pontifical Gregorian
_ | University and director of the Lay Centre, and I joined it,
19 Feb The Great Synagogue in | ] )
) ) including some professors and students from Gregorian
morning Rome and its museum )
and Angelicum, total 37 persons. The late Pope John Paul
I1, the emeritus Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis have
been to this Synagogue.
20 Feb I attended the 2™ Scriptural Reasoning Forum moderated
e
) Lay Centre by Laily and presented the viewpoint of the T’ienti
morning
Teachings on the topic: Women and Equality.
PCID— Sadia, Mandalar and I met Fr. Markus and discussed our
keyhole on the gate study in Angelicum and our lives in Lay Centre and Rome.
22 Feb of the headquarters of | After meeting, Fr. Markus drove us back to Lay Centre. On
evening the Knights of Malta our way home, Fr. Markus showed us the famous keyhole
to watch St. Peter’s on the gate of the headquarters of the Knights of Malta to
Basilica watch St. Peter’s Basilica. It’s amazing.
23 Feb I attended the 1* Interfaith Café moderated by Laily. Ms.
e
] Lay Centre Elyse Brazel from Canada presented her religion: the
evening o . . -
Unitarian and Universalist Association.
I went to mass celebrated by Archbishop Michael
Fitzgerald, M. Afr., the emeritus president of PCID,
24 Feb apostolic nuncio in Egypt, and delegate for the Arab
) Lay Centre’s chapel ) ) ) )
evening League. During the Eucharist, I received the blessing from
Archbishop Michael. During the whole mass, I was so
touched that my tears kept falling down my cheeks.
Chiesa di San Teodoro
27 Feb al Palatino (a Greek I attended the vesper in memory of St. Theodore of
evening Orthodox Church in Amasea, a Turkish martyr in 3 century.
Rome)

12 March

noon

Lay Centre

At the request of Dr. Donna Orsuto, professor of the
Pontifical Gregorian University and director of the Lay
Centre, | made a brief introduction to the T’ienti Teachings
in PowerPoint for 45 minutes for her because she was not
available to join us in the 2" Interfaith Café on 8 March.

We had a nice talk.
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12 March

Turdi
supermarket—Church
of St. Maria in Dominic

(next to Lay Centre)

I went shopping with two roommates of Lay Centre,
Sylvia and Matthew, at Turdi supermarket for some food
and beverage and then bring them to the church for poor

families.
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16 March | The Catacomb of . ) o
I attended the 3™ field trip of Christian Archaeology.
afternoon Priscilla
It’s my great honor to participate in the Celebration of the
Episcopal Ordination of the President of the Nostra Actate
Foundation, Monsignor Miguel Ayuso to become a Bishop.
19 March St. Peter’s Basilica The two-hour ordination was celebrated by Pope Francis.
morning (Vatican) It’s very solemn and touching. After the ordination, we
(Prof. Donna Orsuto, Laily, Selva, Sadia and Minsu) said
“Congratulations” to Monsignor Ayuso in another big hall
and took photos with him for wonderful memory.
21 March — Easter Break in Angelicum.
1 April No lectures.
I visited Chiesa di San Marcello al Corso, Fontana di
3 churches and
21 March ) Trevi, Chiesa Cattolica SS. Vincenzo e Anastasio, and
1 fountain
Patheon.
I visited Chiesa Sant'Alfonso, Basilica di Santa Maria
22 March 3 churches ) o
Maggiore, and San Pietro in Vincoli.
1 church and I visited Fontana del Tritone, Fontana della Barberini, and
23 March
2 fountains Chiesa della Trinita dei Monti.
24 March ) ) ) I went to Mass of the Last Supper. The priest washed some
Chiesa di Santi Quattro ) ) ) ) )
Holy ) Catholics’ feet and kissed their feet. During the Eucharist,
Coronati. ) ) )
Thursday I received the blessing from the priest.
) I visited the biggest mosque in Rome and Europe with
25 March The Grand Mosque in
) three Muslim roommates-Laily, Selva, and Sadia. This was
Good Friday |Rome ) o
my first time to be inside a mosque.
27 March St. Peter’s Square I went to Easter Mass celebrated by Pope Francis at St.
Easter (Vatican) Peter’s Square with Laily, Selva and Sadia.
I visited Basilica di Sant’Andrea della Valle, the bronze
2 churches & ) o o
statue of Giordano Bruno in Piazza Campo dei Fiori, the
30 March 1 fountain & ) ) ) o
statue of Marco Minghetti, Fontana dei Quattro Fiumi in
2 statues ) ) ) )
Piazza Navona, and Chiesa di Sant’Agnese in Agone.
82
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12 April Lay Centre I attended the 3" Interfaith Café: Monk Mandalar’s Brief
evening Introduction to Buddha
16 April Florence, Italy I joined the one-day trip to Florence sponsored by Angelicum.
(Euro 15.00 without lunch)
18-20 Lay Centre At the invitation of the editor of “La Parola” quarterly in
April Angelicum, [ wrote an article for it. Since nobody heard the
T’ienti Teachings before, I wrote a brief introduction to it.
19 April Angelicum Lecture: Basics of Mystical Dialogues and Attitudes of
morning Interreligious Dialogue
(1™ lecture of this course)
Professor: Fr. Alberto Fabio Ambrosio, O.P. (from Italy)
Classroom: 21
19 April the Catacomb Thanks to the arrangement of Bishop President, Monsignor
afternoon | “Ipogeo di via Miguel Ayuso of Nostra Actate Foundation, 5 NAF fellows and
Dino Compagni” | some friends in the Lay Centre had a precious opportunity to
visit this catacomb. Fr. Markus invited Ms. Isabelle Mathian to
be our special guide to it. She made a wonderful introduction for
us. I really enjoyed this meaningful visit.
20 April St. Paul’s I attended the 4" field trip of Christian Archaeology.
afternoon | Basilica outside
the Wall
23 April Lay Centre I attended the 3" Scriptural Reasoning Forum.
morning Topic: Refugees
26 April Museum of Thanks to the arrangement of Bishop President, Monsignor
afternoon | Early Christians, | Miguel Ayuso of Nostra Aetate Foundation, 5 NAF fellows
Vatican and Ms. Beata Anton of the Lay Centre had a great opportunity
Museum to visit the Museum of Early Christians, Vatican Museum. Fr.
(Vatican) Markus invited Ms. Isabelle Mathian to be our special guide to
it. She made a detailed introduction to the sarcophagus. I enjoyed
this visit very much.
27 April St. Sabina’s I attended the 5" field trip of Christian Archaeology.
afternoon | Church on I visited the beautiful rose garden on Aventine Hill on my way
Aventine Hill back to the Lay Centre.
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13 May

afternoon

Angelicum &

Gregorian

I accompanied the three priests of T’ienti Teachings to visit the
Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum) and the
Pontifical Gregorian University. I got 10 copies of Angelicum’s
quarterly “La Parola” (Anno II — n.4 — maggio 2016) from the
chief editor. There is my article “the T’ienti Teachings” on pages

31-32.

13 May

evening

Lay Centre

Thanks to the arrangement of Dr. Donna Orsuto, professor of the
Pontifical Gregorian University and director of the Lay Centre

at Foyer Unitas Institute, the three priests of T ienti Teachings
could have a meeting with some Catholic scholars to learn more
about this theme: the Formation of Catholic Priests. Prof. Orsuto
was the moderator and [ was the interpreter. The attendant
Catholic scholars are: (1) Fr. John Keating: General Councilor of
Europe, Order of Carmel (2) Abbot Edmund Power : the former
Abbot of St. Paul’s Basilica outside the Wall (3) Fr. Elias R.
Lorenzo, O.S.B.: Prior St. Anselmo Abbey (4) Fr. Michael Fuss:
professor of the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas (5)
Fr. Felix K&rner, S.J.: the Pontifical Gregorian University (6) Fr.
Andy Downing, S.J.: the Pontifical Gregorian University (7) Fr.
Joao J. Vila-Cha, S.J.: the Pontifical Gregorian University

28 April Lay Centre I attended the 4" Interfaith Café: Selva’s introduction to Islam

evening

29 April IFTAR at Istituto | At their invitation, I went with Mr. Emil Anton (from Finland) of

afternoon | Tevere: Centro Pro | the Lay Centre to have a nice dialogue with five Muslim students

Dialogo there.
3 May Conference Hall |1 attended the conference of Justice & Mercy---Christian and
evening of the Passionist | Muslim Perspectives.
Monastery

8 May Tivoli, Italy I joined the annual one-day trip to Tivoli sponsored by the Lay
Centre. We visited Villa Adriana and Villa D’Este.

12 May Hotel Joli I met the three priests of T ienti Teachings coming from Taiwan:

morning Cardinal Emissary Guang-Zhong Lu (F£ % # &4 ¢ ), Rev.
Pu-Sheng Hsieh (#-% B B ¥ fF),
Rev. Guang-Hong Chang (3 % 7+ B $f)

12 May PCID The three priests of T ienti Teachings and I had a meeting with

afternoon Fr. Indunil. I was the interpreter. Cardinal Emissary Guang-
Zhong Lu expressed his thankfulness to Fr. Indunil for my study
in Rome due to the scholarship of Nostra Aetate Foundation.

12 May Cardinal Arinze’s | Thanks to Fr. Indunil’s arrangement, the three priests of T ienti

afternoon | office Teachings and I could have the opportunity to visit Cardinal
Arinze. | was the interpreter. We sent Cardinal Arinze a video
of his first meeting with our 1" Master Emissary on 5 July 1993
in our religious center in central Taiwan. When we watched the
video together, Cardinal Arinze was smiling and kept saying “very
good”. He sent us one of his books: RELIGIONS FOR PEACE--
-A Call for Solidarity to the Religions of the World.

13 May St. Peter’s Basilica | The three priests of T ienti Teachings and I met Fr. Markus in

morning (Vatican) PCID. Fr. Markus took us to St. Peter’s Basilica. A special guide
introduced the basilica for us and a safety officer accompanied
us. | was the interpreter. We’re so honored. It’s really a great
visit.

14 May

5 churches

1 fountain

I accompanied the three priests of T’ienti Teachings to visit:
(1) San Pietro in Vincoli

(2) Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore

(3) Patheon

(4) San Luigi dei Francesi

(5) Fantana dei Quattro Fiumi

(6) Santa Agnese in Agone
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16 May

morning

Angelicum

Lecture: Introduction to the World’s Great Religions

(the last lecture of this course)

(I sent the professor doctrines of T ienti Teachings: 7HE
ULTIMATE REALM---A New Understanding of Cosmos and
Life)
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17 May Angelicum Lecture: Basics of Mystical Dialogues and Attitudes of 28 May Assisi, Italy Thanks to the arrangement of Bishop President, Monsignor

morning Interreligious Dialogue Miguel Ayuso of Nostra Aetate Foundation, Fr. Markus
(the last lecture of this course) accompanied 5 NAF fellows to Assisi for one-day trip. It’s our
(I sent the professor doctrines of T ienti Teachings: 7HE honor to ride on a mini bus of the Holy See and Pope Francis’
ULTIMATE REALM---A New Understanding of Cosmos and driver, Francesco, drove this mini bus for us. Fr. Martin, OFM,
Life and a copy of my article, the T 7enti Teachings, in the “La gave us an excellent guide to St. Francis’ Basilica and Fr.
Parola” quarterly of Anglicum.) Silvestro, OFM, gave us an excellent introduction to CEFID

18 May St. Peter’s Square | Thanks to Fr. Indunil’s arrangement, the three priests of T’ienti (Centro Francescano Internazionale per il Dialogo). NAF treated

morning (Vatican) Teachings and I could have a great opportunity to attend the us a wonderful lunch in a very nice restaurant. I really enjoyed
papal audience with Pope Francis. this trip. I appreciated greatly what Nostra Aetate Foundation

18 May St. Paul’s Basilica |I accompanied the three priests of T ienti Teachings to visit St. had done for us

afternoon | outside the Wall | Paul’s Basilica outside the Wall. 1 June PCID Thanks to the arrangement of Bishop President, Monsignor
18 May Lay Centre’s I went to mass celebrated by Fr. John Keating and received his 9:30-

Miguel Ayuso of Nostra Aetate Foundation, Fr. Robert

evening chapel blessing during the Eucharist. This was the last regular mass at 11:00 am McCulloch would give 5 NAF fellows three lectures about

the chapel of the Lay Centre.
19 May Angelicum Lecture: Christian Archaeology

Christian 2000-year history. Only Mandalar, Sadia and I attended

the lectures. Laily and Selva were absent. We had the first lecture

mornin the last lecture of this course . .
& ( ) this morning. Fr. Robert was generous to send each one of us a

(I sent the professor doctrines of T ienti Teachings: 7HE
ULTIMATE REALM---A New Understanding of Cosmos and

very good book: 2000 Years of Christianity ---Historiogram of

the Way of the Church. He also gave us Columban Mission in
Life and a copy of my article, the 7 jenti Teachings, in the “La

Pakistan 2015.
Parola™ quarterly of Anglicum.) 4 June Lay Centre I attended the Muslim dinner party before Ramadan organized
20M Angelicum’ All lect in Angeli ded today. I attended the M
i ngetiotm s eetiites tn ATigeficim endod totay. - alienider. o Mass evening by Laily, Selva and Sadia. Fr. Markus, Turkish Ambassador to
morning church of Thanksgiving for the conclusion of the academic year and

the Holy See, and Indonesian Ambassador to the Holy See were

received the priest’s blessing during the Eucharist. After the o .
invited to attend it.

mass, I attended the ceremony of diploma offering. Mr. Teymur 5 June Pescara and At the invitations of Claudia (from Italy), one of my roommates

Malikov, the chief editor of “La Parola” quarterly, received his Citta San’Angelo, |in the Lay Centre, I joined the one-day trip with other 7

MA diploma of the faculty of philosophy. After the ceremony, I Italy roommates to her hometown Citta San’ Angelo and Pescara, a

joined the reception and met Fr. Richard O’Connor, my professor city along the Adriatic Sea.

of eschatology. We had a nice talk. 6 June PCID I attended the 2™ lecture of Christian 2000-year history.
20 May The Great Thanks to the arrangement of the Cardinal Bea Centre for Judaic 9:30-
evening Synagogue Studies, I had this wonderful opportunity to join the celebration 11:00 am
in Rome of the Shabbat. I was very touched from the beginning to the

end. It’s amazing.
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7 June

morning

PCID

I gave Fr. Markus three books: (1) doctrines of T ienti Teachings:
THE ULTIMATE REALM---A New Understanding of Cosmos
and Life (2) Brief Introduction to T’ienti Teachings in English
and Chinese (3) the special issue of the 20" anniversary of
establishment of TCRP (Taiwan Conference on Religion and

Peace).

7 June
9:30-
11:00 am

PCID

I attended the 3" lecture of Christian 2000-year history.

I enjoyed these three lectures. I really appreciated the
detailed explanation of Fr. Robert. I did appreciate Nostra
Aetate Foundation very much for this meaningful and useful

arrangement.

8 June

morning

St. Peter’s
Square

(Vatican)

Thanks to the special arrangement of Bishop President,
Monsignor Miguel Ayuso of Nostra Aetate Foundation, Fr.
Markus accompanied us, 5 NAF fellows, Prof. Donna Orsuto,
Fr. Michael Fuss and another two priests to attend the papal
audience. We sat in the VIP area just next to Pope Francis’
canopy. We’re really honored to see Pope Francis face to face,
shake hands with him, and receive a gift from him. What a day
of glory! (The driver who drove Pope Francis’s mobile this

morning was Francesco who drove us to Assisi on 28 May.)

11 June

afternoon

Lay Centre

I had an online meeting to share my study and experience in
Rome and Vatican with some priests and followers of the T’ienti

Teachings in Taiwan.

22 June Gaeta, Italy I went for a one-day trip to Gaeta, a city along the Tyrrhenian
Sea, with 2 roommates in the Lay Centre, Claudia (from Italy)
and Christos (from Greece).

23 June St. Angel’s Castel/ | Ms. Heather Walker of the Lay Centre asked Mandalar and me to

Castel pay a visit to St. Angel’s Castle with Prof. Lloyd Steffen and the
Sant’ Angelo four students from Lehigh University, Pennsylvania, USA. Wow,
it’s great. It’s my first time to enter the castle.

24 June PCID 5 NAF fellows had a meeting with Bishop President, Monsignor

10:00- Miguel Ayuso of Nostra Aetate Foundation and vice president

11:00 am Fr. Markus. I gave my grade sheet and professor’s assessment
to Fr. Markus and then Bishop Ayuso gave me the Attestation.

I expressed my sincere appreciation to the Holy Father, PCID
and Nostra Aetate Foundation for offering me such a wonderful
opportunity to study here. This was the last meeting for us in
PCID. Farewell!

24 June Radio I visited Vatican Radio with Laily and Selva. Ms. Philippa

noon Vaticana Hitchen gave us a guide to it.

29 June Rome— China Eastern Airlines, flight no. MU788

Shanghai, 6/29 8:45 pm Rome—6/30 2:35 pm Shanghai, China

30 June Shanghai—Taipei |China Eastern Airlines, flight no. MU5005

4:20 pm Shanghai—6:10 pm Taipei, Taiwan

16 June

Ostia Antica,

Italy

I went for a one-day trip to Ostia Antica with Sadia.

17 June

Sperlonga,
Italy

I went for a one-day trip to Sperlonga, a city along the
Tyrrhenian Sea, with 2 roommates in the Lay Centre, Claudia
(from Italy) and Christos (from Greece). It’s a very beautiful city
with beautiful beach.

19-23

June

Lay Centre

I wrote an article of my five-month study in Rome to be

published in the monthly of the T ienti Teachings.
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